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Applications and poster abstract submission are open

Dates: 31 August – 4 September 2026
Location: Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca, Romania

Target audience: PhD students and early postdoctoral researchers
Number of participants: Limited to 30 students

Application deadline: 30 June 2026
Website: https://indico.eli-np.ro/event/280/

Contact: npa12-school@eli-np.ro

We are pleased to announce that applications and poster abstract submission are now open for the Nuclear Physics
in Astrophysics School XII (NPA School XII). 

The school will take place at Babeș-Bolyai University in Cluj-Napoca, Romania, from 31 August to 4 September
2026.

NPA School XII is connected to the International Conference on Nuclear Physics in Astrophysics XII (NPA-XII),
held every two years, and is designed to introduce key topics in nuclear astrophysics: laboratory nuclear physics
experiments, theoretical nuclear physics, astrophysical modelling, astronomical observations, nuclear databases, R-
matrix calculations, satellite tracking, and outreach through nuclear astrophysics masterclasses.

The programme combines lecture courses with guided hands-on sessions, allowing participants to work directly
with selected tools and methods used in the field.

The  school  is  intended  primarily  for  PhD students  and  early  postdoctoral  researchers,  up  to  two  years  after
completion of the PhD, working in nuclear astrophysics and related areas. Participation is limited to 30 students.

SCHOOL WEBPAGE AND CONTACT
Updated  information  about  the  school,  the  programme,  registration,  abstract  submission,  fee  payment,  travel
information and social events will be made available on the school webpage:

Website: https://indico.eli-np.ro/event/280/
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Contact: npa12-school@eli-np.ro

VENUE AND ACCOMODATION
The school will be held in Cluj-Napoca, Romania, at Babeș-Bolyai University. The city will also host the NPA-XII
Conference in the following week, from 7 to 11 September 2026.

Participants  selected  for  the  school  will  be  accommodated  at  the  Sport  XXI Residence  Hall of  Babeș-Bolyai
University, located at 7 Pandurilor Street, in the area of the “Iuliu Hațieganu” Sports Park. The residence hall is part
of UBB’s student accommodation network and offers rooms with private bathroom facilities and shared kitchen
access. 

Accommodation will be provided in shared rooms, with two students per room, and will be offered free of charge
to  school  participants  thanks  to  the  generous  support  of  Babeș-Bolyai  University.  This  support  is  intended to
facilitate the participation of young researchers and to foster a focused, collegial environment throughout the school
week.

PRELIMINARY SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME
The programme includes lecture courses and hands-on classes. During the hands-on sessions, participants will work
on the discussed concepts with guidance from lecturers and tutors.

Lecture courses

Course Lecturer Affiliation
Nuclear Physics Experiments Luca Guardo INFN - LNS, Italy
Nuclear Physics Theory Richard James deBoer University of Notre Dame, USA
Observational Astrophysics Camilla J. Hansen Goethe University, Germany
Theoretical Astrophysics Lorenzo Roberti INAF, Italy

Hands-on classes

Session Lecturer(s) Affiliation
Nuclear database Vivian Dimitriou International Atomic Energy Agency
R-Matrix calculations Richard James deBoer;

Jakub Skowronski
University  of  Notre  Dame,  USA;
University of Padova, Italy

Satellite tracking (Cireșilor Observatory) Vlad Turcu Romanian Academy, Romania
Nuclear Astrophysics Masterclasses Steffen Turkat TU Dresden, Germany

POSTER SESSION
A poster session will be organized on the evening of 31 August 2026. Students are encouraged to submit an abstract
of the work they wish to present. Poster presentation is not mandatory for all participating students. The session will
provide an opportunity to discuss current research with lecturers, tutors and fellow participants.

APPLICATIONS, SELECTION AND REGISTRATION
Participation in NPA School XII is limited to 30 participants. Selection will be based on the applicant’s CV, the
field of interest described in the motivation letter, and a letter of recommendation from the applicant’s scientific
advisor or equivalent, to be uploaded during the registration process.

Students and early-career researchers are encouraged to apply by 30 June 2026 through the Indico registration page.
Applicants will be notified of the outcome during the first half of July 2026.

The call for poster abstracts is open on the webpage. Abstracts should be submitted through the school abstract-
submission system; applicants should check the school webpage regularly for updates and final deadlines.

TRAVEL INFORMATION
School participants will be accommodated at Căminul Sport XXI / Sport XXI Residence Hall, part of the Babeș-
Bolyai  University  accommodation complex.  The residence hall  is  located at  7 Pandurilor  Street,  400376 Cluj-
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Napoca, in the area of the “Iuliu Hațieganu” Sports Park, a green university sports campus close to the Someș River
and within reasonable distance of the city centre.

Foreign participants arriving by plane should fly to Avram Iancu Cluj International Airport, the main airport serving
Cluj-Napoca. The simplest way to reach Sport XXI Residence Hall from the airport is by taxi or ride-hailing app,
which usually takes around 25–35 minutes and it costs approximately 15 euro. Participants should use official taxis
or app-based services and provide the address: Strada Pandurilor 7, Căminul Sport XXI / UBB Universitas area.

Public transport is also available from the airport towards the city centre every 30 minutes. From there, participants
can continue by tram, bus, taxi, or ride-hailing service to the Pandurilor / Plopilor area. Those arriving by train at
Cluj-Napoca Railway Station can also reach the residence hall by taxi, public transport, or a walk combined with a
short local transfer.

Further practical travel details will be provided closer to the school dates.

SOCIAL EVENTS
Social activities will be organized during the school to encourage interaction among participants, lecturers, and
organizers in an informal setting.

The  programme will  begin  with  a  welcome  reception  on  Monday,  31  August  2026,  offering  participants  the
opportunity to meet each other and the lecturers at the start of the school week.

On Wednesday, 2 September 2026, participants will take part in a social excursion to Cheile Turzii, one of the most
remarkable natural landmarks near Cluj-Napoca, known for its impressive limestone gorge, steep cliffs, and scenic
walking  paths.  The  excursion  will  offer  participants  the  opportunity  to  discover  the  natural  landscape  of
Transylvania while continuing scientific and social exchanges outside the lecture room. A pleasant dinner will be
organized afterwards, providing a relaxed setting to continue the discussions and enjoy the local atmosphere.

On  Thursday, 3 September 2026, the school banquet will take place at  CHIOS Social Lounge, located in Cluj-
Napoca’s Central Park, on the lakeside. The school banquet is not included in the registration fee and will be paid
separately by participants.

NEXT ANNOUNCEMENT
Further practical details, including any final updates on the programme, social events and accommodation, will be
communicated through the school website.

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE
Rosanna Depalo – UniMi, Italy

Ann-Cecilie Larsen – University of Oslo, Norway

Konrad Schmidt – HZDR, Germany

Dimiter Balabanski – ELI-NP, Romania

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
Teodora Petruse, Rosanna Depalo, Ann-Cecilie Larsen – co-chairs
Dimiter Balabanski, Konrad Schmidt, Horia Pasca, Daniel Andreica, Kabita Kundalia - members
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